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2nd Lieutenant Watts. In spite of the hard fighting of the two
previous days, night harassing fire was maintained during the
night of I3th-i4th. The I4th was probably the most critical
day of these operations. At dawn the enemy launched heavy
attacks against our positions and our- line was penetrated in
many places. The enemy exploited these gains to full advantage
by pushing forward his light machine-guns. On this occasion,
very valuable service was rendered by Major W. C. Andrew,
Second-in-Command, who handled his machine-guns skilfully,
and by filling gaps and forming defensive flanks, prevented the
enemy from penetrating our line to any depth. The maintenance
of our line was undoubtedly due to the splendid devotion to duty
and initiative displayed by the machine-gunners, whose losses
were very severe. This line was held by machine-guns in face
of great odds until ordered to withdraw on the evening of the
I4th instant, this withdrawal being carried out in the most
creditable manner, without further loss either to personnel or
material, showing the excellent state of training and efficiency
within the Battalion.

" On the 16th April the enemy again made a determined
attack after heavy bombardment against our positions south-east
of Meteren, during which the machine-gunners did great execu-
tion. It was during this attack that the enemy gained a footing
in Meteren, where he was held, and the line handed over in this
position on the night of the iSth-igth April.

" Throughout the operations that action of the 33rd Battalion
Machine-Gun Corps very materially assisted in preventing the
enemy from capturing the Meteren position and exploiting the
gains made by him during the first day's fighting.

(Signed) W. MAXWELL SCOTT,
Brigadier-General,

General Staff, Qth Corps."

I always look back on this battle action, not only as the
supreme achievement of my life, but as a most thrilling episode
in the history of a whole generation. Chronicling these events
some twelve years afterwards, I can give to them their true
perspective ; and the narrative has the veracity to be expected
of an account based upon war diaries compiled in the
field of operations, in which I actually participated. I know
now what I could not have known then, except perhaps from the
personal messages written to me by friends on the staffs of the